COMMUNITY PROTECTION & SERVICES COMMITTEE
August 11, 2016

A meeting of the Community Protection & Services Committee was called to order at 4:30 p.m.
by Chairperson Wiesner in Council Chambers, City Hall. Roll Call: Members Mr. Wiesner, Mr.
Ward and Ms. Catarozoli were present. Also present was City Attorney Randy Nesbit, City
Administrator Josh VanLieshout, and City Staff Members Marty Olejniczak and Ryan
Kernosky.

Moved by Ms. Catarozoli, seconded by Mr. Ward to adopt the following agenda:

1. Roll call.
2. Adoption of agenda.
3. Consideration of: Municipal code enforcement action against
property located at 22 S. 5" Avenue
5. Adjourn
Carried.

Municipal Code Enforcement Action Against Property Located at 22 S. 5™ Avenue

Ryan Kernosky, Planner/Zoning Administrator for the City of Sturgeon Bay explained the
disrepair (dirt piles, overgrown weeds, uneven sidewalk) of the property at 22 S. 5™ Avenue,
owned by Jeff Slavik. Staff has been working since October 2015 to resolve the issue. Prior to
May 2016, staff stopped enforcement due to the DNR getting involved because of a diesel spill
on the property. Once the DNR issue was resolved, staff started its enforcement action again.
In July the Department of Public Works filled and graded an area along the sidewalk to
address an immediate hazard, but was not able to cut weeds. Citations were eventually issued
on June 4 and July 15 by the Police Department. This did not help clean up efforts; thus staff is
now seeking the CPS committee to recommend to the Common Council pursuance of a court
order for this property.

City Attorney, Randall Nesbit, gave his approach to the situation. Sending the City week
commissioner to cut the weeds is minimal at best. Or, the City may choose the option to go
after the violations by starting a court action to remedy the situation and pay fines (charges
would be put onto tax bill).

The only downfall to going through the court system, and trying to explain the nuisance
property and maintenance, would be if the court does not agree. In declaring a nuisance
because of ‘dirt piles’ the court could easily challenge this. Another downfall is court costs;
these could range in the thousands of dollars.

Ms. Catarozoli questioned if the City were to cut weeds, could it also take care of the dirt piles
and charge it to Mr. Slavik? Attorney Nesbitt stated that you cannot as the dirt piles are not
considered a hazard. The weed commissioner is exempt from needing court orders; anything
beyond needs an order. Mr. Ward asked if sending the commissioner to cut weeds is a
decision made by the Common Council, or by City Administration. Attorney Nesbitt said it was
the Administration’s decision.



Mr. Slavik has building permits from the 1990’s that have since become invalid. No work has
been completed on the building and it is essentially vacant (being used as storage). Mr. Slavik
is not communication with the City regarding the property maintenance violations.

Mr. Ward wondered if it would be a waste of money to take legal action on a week case; could
the City look at amending the ordinance instead. Marty Olejniczak stated this case is a matter
of erosion control; amending an ordinance would not really fix this issue.

Mr. Ward asked Attorney Nesbitt, “if we proceed with a recommendation would it essentially
mean a lawsuit?” The answer was ‘yes.” Mr. Ward then asked, “If Mr. Slavik gets sued and
then cleans up the property, can the City drop the lawsuit.” The answer was ‘yes.’

Dan Schott: Marina View Apartments

Mr. Schott spoke on the problems he has with Mr. Slavik’s property on Thorn Street. According
the Mr. Schott, Mr. Slavik does not care his properties are labeled a nuisance. He thinks the
City has ‘no teeth’ in their ordinances; there are no rules given to those who enforce the
ordinances. The City needs to look into getting the tools to look at how to better enforcement.
He has lived in other areas of the States that enforce their ordinances, and there are no
problems

Ms. Catarozoli asked Attorney Nesbitt if this was the case; if the City is lacking the tools
needed. Attorney Nesbitt did not think this was the case.

Dennis Statz: 525 Louisiana Street (White Lace Inn)

Mr. Statz remembers when Mr. Slavik started work on his property at 22 S. 5" Avenue, as they
were opening the Hadley House. This was 1995. Over the past 20 years he has been a
witness to the disarray of Mr. Slavik’s property, and says it has been an extremely frustrating to
him because his business is right there. He would like to see fines issued to Mr. Slavik on a
daily basis.

Mr. Wiesner asked if the City continues to write fines, can they be continually added to Mr.
Slavik’s tax bill? Attorney Nesbitt stated that he does not think doing this would be a good idea;
it may anger the judge as it give them more cases to handle.

Moved by Mr. Ward, seconded by Ms. Catarozoli that the Community Protection & Services
Committee accepts the staff recommendation to Common Council to pursue a court order for
the property located at 22 S. 5" Avenue in the City of Sturgeon Bay. All ayes. Carried.

Moved by Mr. Ward, seconded by Ms. Catarozoli to adjourn the meeting of the Community
Protection Services Committee. All ayes. Carried. The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Spude-Olson

Police Department
Administrative Office Manager



