
 
 

JOINT PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE/BOARD 
Wednesday, March 26, 2014 

 
A meeting of the Joint Park and Recreation Committee/Board was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Chairperson 
Wiegand in Council Chambers, City Hall, 421 Michigan Street.   
 
Roll call:  Members Wiegand, Vandertie, Ireland, Husby, Hagman, Morrow, Kleist and Bordeau were present.  
Member Larsen was excused.  Also present were Community Development Director Marty Olejniczak, 
Alderman Stewart Fett and Municipal Services Assistant Jennifer Lenius.  
 
Adoption of agenda:  Moved by Mr. Wiegand, seconded by Ms. Kleist to adopt the following agenda by 
moving item #8 behind #3 and moving item #7 before item #4 . 
 
1.        Roll Call 
2.      Adoption of Agenda 
3.     Public Comment 
4. Discussion of:   Park Programs 
5. Discussion of:     Little Lake Updates 
6. Discussion of:  Goose Control 
7. Consideration of:  Amendment to Outdoor Recreation Plan – Festival Waterfront 
8. Consideration of: YMCA Plan 
6.        Adjourn 
 
All in favor.  Carried. 

 
Nobody spoke during public comment. 
 
Consideration of YMCA Plan:  Tom Beernsten, CEO of the Door County YMCA presented the proposed 
YMCA plan to the committee/board.  He stated that approximately two years ago, Carla and Ellsworth 
Peterson donated funds for the Y that were originally intended to build an attached daycare onto the Y, 
however since other daycare opportunities had presented themselves, the money was used for land 
acquisition and the Y purchased approximately 10 acres behind their current location from the Portside 
subdivision.  This land that is adjacent to the current location will become a park like area since this area of 
town is lacking of a park facility.  It will include a small amphitheater for children’s plays, sports court areas, an 
expanded playground area, splash park, walking trails, sports fields and restroom facilities.  The Y is currently 
working with Baudhuin Inc. to design the plan and the total cost of the project will be approximately 1.1 million 
dollars which the Y does not have all the funds yet, but they feel they have a good portion of it to start the 
project by grading and preparing the site, building the amphitheater and field areas.  Amenities such as the 
restrooms and splash park would be developed as more funds area raised.   
 
Mr. Bordeau stated that he would like to have this plan added to the 5 year Outdoor Recreation Plan which 
would enable the City to help apply for grants under the City’s name since there are no parks in this area.   
 
Moved by Mr. Wiegand, seconded by Mr. Morrow to recommend to council to add the YMCA Plan to the Parks 
5 year Outdoor Recreation Plan.  All in favor.  Carried. 
 
Consideration of Amendment to Outdoor Recreation Plan – Festival Waterfront:  Mr. Olejniczak 
explained that amending the Outdoor Recreation Plan to add the Festival Waterfront and its improvements 
would allow the City to apply for grant funding for the project.  There is currently a grant opportunity that has a 
deadline of May 1st that could be applied for if this is added to the plan.   
 

Moved by Mr. Vandertie, seconded by Mr. Hagman to recommend to council to approve the following 
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amendment to the Sturgeon Outdoor Recreation Plan:   
 

Amendment to Sturgeon Bay Outdoor Recreation Plan 
The following amendment is proposed for the recommendation section of the plan (p.33): 
 
c. Improvement of Existing Outdoor Recreation Areas: 
The following are specific items that the City should strive to implement: 

Bay View Park/ Westside Waterfront 

 Install sheet piling around train spur to prevent erosion. 

 Complete westside pedestrian underpass connecting North and South sides of walkway during 
reconstruction of the Michigan Street Bridge. Enhance the pedestrian connection across Michigan 
Street between the north and south sections of the walkway by making improvements to the existing 
cross-walk or via an underpass of the Michigan Street Bridge, if feasible. 

 Provide overlook & fishing platforms on north side of train spur. 

 Complete waterfront walkway connection to Sawyer Park under the planned Maple Street to Oregon 
Street Bridge. Complete the “Festival Waterfront” public improvements along the waterfront between 
Michigan Street Bridge and Oregon Street Bridge, consistent with the plans identified in Appendix A. 

 Add additional plantings along walkways. 

 Maintain trees on train spur. 

 Acquire shore front property on north side of Juniper Street between Bay View Park and Otumba 
Park. 

 
All in favor.  Carried. 
 
Discussion of Park Programs:    Ms. Lenius reviewed the park programs that would be taking place this 
summer including the Harmony by the Bay Concert Series, Movies in the Park, Farm and Craft Market, Kick off 
to Summer, City Wide Garage Sale and various field trips. 
 
Discussion of Little Lake Updates:  Mr. Bordeau stated that although not a lot of work has occurred over the 
last few years, Roger Anderson has spearheaded a friends group and they are currently working with Foth 
Infrastructure and Environment on a watershed design plan that will have an estimated cost of between 
$250,000 and $310,000 to implement.  The City has applied for a grant through Fund for Lake Michigan 
for$150,000, Sturgeon Bay Rotary has submitted a $25,000 grant to Rotary International and Steve 
Abrahamsen of RBC Wealth Management received a $10,000 grant from his company for the project and can 
now apply for a $100,000 grant.   
 
Discussion of Goose Control:  Mr. Bordeau stated that geese have always been an issue at Sunset Park 
and was much worse last summer than in previous years and would like to know what avenues the committee 
would like him to explore to help alleviate the problem.  Discussion took place over possible options including 
allowing trained dogs in to chase the geese out, using r/c vehicles to chase the geese out, eradicating  them 
and oiling the eggs.  Mr. Bordeau said that he will look into possible options and report back to the 
committee/board. 
 
Adjourn:  Moved by Mr. Vandertie, seconded by Ms. Hagman to adjourn.  Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:06 
p.m.       
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jennifer Lenius 
Municipal Services Assistant 


