
PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 

June 23, 2014 

A meeting of the Parking & Traffic Committee was called to order at 3:36 p.m. by Chairperson Schlicht in Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 421 Michigan Street. 

Members Bob Schlicht and Ron Vandertie were present. Ed Ireland was absent. Also present: City Administrator Steve 
McNeil, Police Chief Arleigh Porter, City Engineer Tony Depies, Mayor Thad Birmingham and Municipal Services 
Secretary Colleen DeGrave. 

Moved by Ald. Vandertie, seconded by Ald. Schlicht to adopt the following agenda: 

1. Roll call. 
2. Adoption of agenda. 
3. Approval of minutes from 5/19/2014. 
4. Consideration of: Traffic patterns/flow at 3

rd
 Avenue and Michigan Street. 

5. Consideration of: Parking spaces on Michigan Street at Market Square between 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Avenue 
6. Consideration of: Safety of crossing at Bluebird Street to Econo Foods/Wal-Mart  
7. Adjourn. 
 
All in favor. Carried. 
 
Moved by Ald. Vandertie, seconded by Ald. Schlicht to approve the minutes from 5/19/2014. Carried. 
 
Consideration of:  Traffic patterns/flow at 3

rd
 Avenue and Michigan Street. 

Mr. Depies reported on the traffic counts that were taken on Thursday and Friday. There was an average of 300 
vehicles/hr. Traffic was steady but there were no issues with backups. Tony stated there weren’t enough left turns onto 3

rd
 

Avenue to justify needing a straight only lane, and that there was not enough benefit for change at this intersection. Chief 
Porter agreed that the intersection was working fine as is. Mayor Birmingham and Ald. Vandertie also agreed.  
 
Motion by Ald. Schlicht, seconded by Ald. Vandertie, that there be no changes at the 3

rd
 Avenue and Michigan Street 

intersection. All in favor. Carried. 

Consideration of: Parking spaces on Michigan Street at Market Square between 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Avenue 
Mr. Depies stated Michigan St. is wide enough to accommodate parking on both sides of Michigan Street. Ald. Schlicht 
questioned whether having a left turn at 4

th
 Avenue along with the three proposed parking stalls would make traffic less 

safe at this location. Mr. Depies said he did not believe that it would be any more or less safe. Chief Porter stated that 
Michigan Street would become the detour route when the Bay View Bridge is closed for replacement of steel in 2015-16, 
and that his concern would be changing traffic patterns several times along Michigan Street. Mayor Birmingham stated his 
intention was to give one last chance to Alderpersons to report any concerns they may or may not have received from 
their constituents.  Ald. Vandertie said he has had two businesses that have asked him about the repainting of the parking 
stalls, and that he had concerns mostly related to the Saturday Farm Market and pedestrian traffic crossing there.  
 
Motion by Ald. Vandertie, seconded by Ald. Schlicht to recommend to Council to repaint the three parking spaces on 
Michigan Street at Market Square between 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Avenue. All in favor. Carried. 

 
Consideration of: Safety of crossing at Bluebird Street to Econo Foods/Wal-Mart 
Ald. Schlicht stated he has had a few pedestrians, including a few handicapped pedestrians, express concern about the 
safety of crossing at this location. Ald. Schlicht said he was not suggesting a crosswalk but possibly signage at this 
location. Mr. Depies explained that the current signs can be moved to reduce the speed at this location sooner than the 
location it is currently posted at. 
 
Motion by Ald. Schlicht, seconded by Ald. Vandertie to recommend to Council to place the Reduced Speed Ahead sign in 
the southbound lane of 14

th
 Avenue, and the 25 mph sign, 900 feet north of their current locations. All in favor. Carried. 

 
Motion by Ald. Schlicht, seconded by Ald. Vandertie to adjourn. All in favor. Carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Colleen K. DeGrave 
Municipal Services Secretary 


