
PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 

May 19, 2014 

A meeting of the Parking & Traffic Committee was called to order at 3:36 p.m. by Chairperson Schlicht in Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 421 Michigan Street. 

Members Bob Schlicht and Ron Vandertie were present. Ed Ireland was excused. Also present: City Administrator Steve 
McNeil, Police Captain Dan Brinkman, City Engineer Tony Depies, Mayor Thad Birmingham and Municipal Services 
Secretary Colleen DeGrave. 

Moved by Ald. Vandertie, seconded by Ald. Schlicht to adopt the following agenda: 

1. Roll call. 
2. Adoption of agenda. 
3. Approval of minutes from 1/20/2014. 
4. Consideration of: Parking spaces on Michigan Street at Market Square between 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Avenue 

5. Consideration of: Two hour parking restriction in the Municipal parking lot on N. 2
nd

 Avenue between Michigan Street 
and Louisiana Street  

6. Discussion of: Review of current projects 
7. Adjourn. 
 
All in favor. Carried. 
 
Moved by Ald. Vandertie, seconded by Ald. Schlicht to approve the minutes from 1/20/2014. Carried. 
 
Consideration of:  Parking spaces on Michigan Street at Market Square between 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Avenue. 

Ald. Schlicht explained that the parking stalls at this location were originally removed to detour traffic. Mayor Birmingham 
stated that the current situation at this location is confusing due to signage that directs a lane merge, along with the 
ghosting of lines still visible where the stalls had previously been. Mayor Birmingham stated there were several options. 
One suggestion was repainting the parking stalls at this location to make the signage accurate, or placing no parking stalls 
and making the right lane a straight lane only with the left lane being a left turn only at 4

th
 Avenue. Another option was to 

eliminate the right lane and place parking stalls along the entire south side of Michigan Street.  
 
Tony Depies stated their isn’t a need for two lanes going straight at the 3rd Avenue intersection and that there is the 
option of making the center lane a required left turn at 3

rd
 Avenue and the right lane a straight or right turn lane, making 

one lane of traffic between 3rd and 4
th
 Avenue. Captain Brinkman stated safety would be an issue if parking stalls were 

repainted and 2 lanes of traffic were allowed to go straight between 3
rd

 and 4
th
 Avenue. Ald. Vandertie did not see the 

need for a change in traffic flow. Ald. Schlicht thought the safest option was to make changes at the 3
rd

 Avenue 
intersection.  
 
Steve McNeil reminded everyone that Council had already voted to paint the parking stalls, and that the purpose of the 
Parking & Traffic Committee meeting was to decide if we should reconsider that. Tony Depies said a traffic count would 
be done there, possibly over Memorial Day weekend. A decision was delayed to gather more information. 

Consideration of: Two hour parking restriction in the Municipal parking lot on N. 2
nd

 Avenue between Michigan 
Street and Louisiana Street. 
Motion by Ald. Vandertie, seconded by Ald. Schlicht, to recommend to Council to lift the two hour parking restriction in the 
Municipal parking lot on N. 2

nd
 Avenue between Michigan Street and Louisiana Street. All in favor. Carried. 

 
Discussion of: Review of current projects 
Tony Depies reported the Market Square project would be completed by the weekend of June 6 & 7. The 3

rd
 Avenue 

project is about 3 ½ - 4 weeks until completion. The 14
th
 Ave. project will begin in early June. 

 
Motion by Ald. Vandertie, seconded by Ald. Schlicht to adjourn. All in favor. Carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Colleen K. DeGrave 
Municipal Services Secretary 


