
  BY CREATING AN ACTIVE,
PUBLIC, AND ACCESSIBLE

WATERFRONT SPACE, 
the Festival Waterfront will be a lively hub
around which new businesses can flourish.

  

PICTURE A NEARLY 2-ACRE PUBLIC WATERFRONT

where you can walk, dine, or take in sights and sounds in Door

County’s historic gateway city. Here, residents and visitors can

gather for festivals, concerts, boating and fishing, while

experiencing the dynamic maritime community at the water's

edge. The new Festival Waterfront on Sturgeon Bay is destined

to become a landmark destination that will

attract and expand tourism into

Sturgeon Bay all year around. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, and to discuss your role in this 
once-in-a lifetime chance to create a unique public waterfront

destination in Sturgeon Bay, please contact:  

LEARN MORE ONLINE at:
http://www.vandewalle.com/selected-projects/sturgeon-bay-west-

waterfront-redevelopment-and-implementation/

YOUR SUPPORT
A CONTRIBUTION TO BENEFIT

GENERATIONS.  By matching these

grants, the City has leveraged these funds

to tremendous effect. Yet the project’s

ultimate future success hinges on the

City’s ability to attract matching funds

from local philanthropists like you who see the intrinsic social and

economic benefits of a world-class public space. Naming rights and

other honorary privileges are also available to generous supporters.

PROJECT MOMENTUM
SINCE 2011, THE CITY HAS ADVANCED THE WEST

WATERFRONT project by creating a new tax increment finance

district and recruiting private sector developers. The project has also

secured a number of important grants including:

• Two grants through the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program for
design and waterfront infrastructure,

• Three grants from the Community Development Block Grant
program for Planning, Implementation, and Public Facilities,

• A DNR Site Assessment Grant for redevelopment assessment, and

• A  Request for DNR Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant funding for
parkland development to begin Festival Waterfront park
infrastructure development has been submitted.

Jolena Presti, Project Manager
Vandewalle & Associates
jpresti@vandewalle.com

414.727.3330

Marty Olejniczak, Community
Development Director, 
City of Sturgeon Bay

MOlejniczak@sturgeonbaywi.org
920.746.6908

A NEW, YEAR-ROUND DESTINATION. Envisioned as a

local landmark providing a waterfront setting for year-round

daily use, the Festival Waterfront’s promenade and public

space will support many waterfront-related activities such as

music events, community fairs and celebrations, field trips,

recreation, casual dining, and more.  It can also become the

setting for new water-oriented businesses and events, including:

THE FESTIVAL WATERFRONT WILL HELP DRIVE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT in the City while increasing

the visibility and value of local brand profiles throughout the

state, region and beyond.

• Steel Bridge Music Festival

• Bike, paddle boards, canoe
and kayak rentals

• Farmers Market

• Maritime Museum hosted
events, displays, and
gatherings

• Concert series 

• West Fest

• Fine Art shows

• Food and wine festivals

• Tall Ship tours

• Boat shows

• Buy Local events

S T U R G E O N  B A Y ’ S  

FESTIVAL WATERFRONT
Help create this new public waterfront on

Sturgeon Bay’s lively Western shore

Funded by the Wisconsin Coastal Management
Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management under the Coastal Zone
Management Act, Grant # NA13NOS4190043.



THE FESTIVAL WATERFRONT is a part of the former Door County

Cooperative site, and is now owned by the City. Led by the Mayor and the

Waterfront Redevelopment Authority, Sturgeon Bay's West Waterfront

redevelopment has made significant progress over the past two years, including

site acquisition, demolition,  site preparation, and partial funding. The City is

currently seeking matching funds for individual components (see list at right). 

SURROUNDING USES. Within a newly created TIF District, the area will

ultimately feature a number of complementary uses to create a compelling

visitor experience, including:

• FESTIVAL MARKET retail destination to showcase Door County fish,
cherries and other value added "made in Door County" products.

• WATERFRONT BREWERY AND RESTAURANT incorporating the
historic granary in its design, with beer brewed on site and locally sourced food,
and complemented by a retail shop with locally-produced wine and spirits.

• MODERN RENTAL AND OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING
planned for year-round residents, with target market of young professionals and
empty nesters looking to locate in the heart of the community.

• BOUTIQUE LODGING destination with 30-40 rooms, featuring Bay views
and waterfront access.

• WATERFRONT PROMENADE AND PUBLIC SPACE
of nearly 2 acres, which includes these fundable individual elements: 

• 80-foot wide waterfront walkway ideal for art shows, concerts, festivals,
and other cultural events

• Splash pad convertible  to an ice skating rink in the winter

• Performance stage with sound and lighting system

• Art installations

• Benches, light and banner posts

• Lush lawn and rain gardens

• Ample parking

• COMMERCIAL PIER, a “working waterfront” public pier for tug
boats, commercial fishing boats, and visiting tall ships. 

• TRANSIENT BOAT MOORAGE to provide short-term docking
for visitors of the Festival Waterfront, brewery and restaurant, Festival
Market, and the Maritime Museum. 

• Dock transient slips or mooring piers

• Lighting

• Fueling station

• DOOR COUNTY MARITIME MUSEUM is already located
onsite. The Museum provides a natural extension of city’s seafaring
themes and identity and conducts events year-round to celebrate
Sturgeon Bay's role in maritime commerce and recreation. Fundable
enhancements to the existing Museum include:

• Museum expansion

• Outdoor exhibit installations

PLANS FOR THE PROJECT AND SURROUNDING AREA

PROMENADE & PUBLIC SPACE LOCAL FOOD PUBLIC MARKET DOCKS & MARITIME ACTIVITY BREW PUB & LODGING

You can help fund these Public Space
components of the new Festival Waterfront:

FESTIVAL WATERFRONT


